Radiation myelitis: a complication of concurrent cisplatin and 5-fluorouracil chemotherapy with extended field radiotherapy for carcinoma of the uterine cervix.
Radiation myelitis is a rare but serious complication of radiation therapy. The total dose of radiation to the spinal cord required to cause myelopathy is greater than 50 Gy when the treatment is administered in 25 or more fractions; however, recent evidence has suggested that the concurrent use of chemotherapy may decrease the tolerance of the spinal cord to radiation. This report describes a case of radiation myelitis in a patient after concomitant fluorouracil/cisplatin chemotherapy and extended field radiotherapy for stage IIA adenosquamous cell carcinoma of the uterine cervix metastatic to the para-aortic lymph nodes.